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T r a n s l a t o r ’ s I n t r o d u c t i o n

ail x̂Aj

All praise belongs to Allah, the King, the Holy, the One Free from 

all defects, the Giver of security, the W atcher over His creatures, 

the All-Mighty, the Compeller, and the Supreme. I ask Allah, the 

Exalted, to elevate the rank of our Prophet Muhammad, the final 

messenger sent as a mercy for the creation.

O mankind, verily, the promise of Allah is true. So 

do not let this worldly life deceive you, and let not 
the chief deceiver (Satan) deceive you about Allah.

[Surah Fatir 35:5]

“ The Dunya and Its Reality" by ibn al-Qayyim is taken from his 

larger work titled “ 'Uddat as-Sabirin wa Dhakhirat ash-Shakirin." 

In this book Ibn al-Qayyim expounds upon parables extracted from 

the Qur’an, Sunnah, and statements of the Salaf to shed light on the 

reality of the Dunya.

Rasheed ibn Estes Barbee

Muharram 1440/September 2018



T h e  F i r s t  S i m i l i t u d e

Man in This World 

♦ ♦ ♦

The slave has three states. The first state is his condition w here  he 

is nothing, and this is before he exists. The last state is from the 

time of his death until the state that has no end, the eternal life. 

After the soul exits the body it will have its presence either in 

Paradise or the Hellfire; then it will be returned to its body for 

recompense according to its actions. It will then reside in one of 

these two abodes—Paradise or the Hellfire—for eternity. The sec­

ond state is between these two, w hich is from the time he exists 

until he dies. This is the state that lies in the middle and consists of 

the days of his life. Therefore, look at the tim e man spends in this 

middle state compared to the first and last states, and you will no­

tice man’s years in this world are less than the blink of an eye. 

Those who are able to view  the world like this will not cling to it; 

and they will not care how their days pass by, w hether they have 

difficulty and restricted means or ease and luxury. For this reason,

the Prophet did not put brick on brick or reed on reed (meaning 

he did not construct a building), and he ^  said:
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(_?i (Jll Ju£ Uiill L̂ aj LajI tUllllj

- ' , iASjjjj ^\j 4■ flV'. •

I have no need of worldly comfort. My example in 

this world is like a rider who took a nap in the shade 

beneath a tree on a scorching hot day, he rested and

then left it.1

And he ^  said:

^  «UujJal ^Aa.1 3*-?̂  0“ Cfr VJ (_ji UlJI li

'a 3 ^ 2

The likeness of this world in comparison to the 

Hereafter is that of one of you dipping his finger 

into the sea. So let him look to see what he brings 

forth.2

This alludes to the statement of the Messiah Jesus -if;

This world is a bridge; therefore, cross it and do not 

reside on it.3

1 al-B u k h ari 3098
2 Sahlh M uslim  2858
3 K itab D ham  ad-D unya 3/215
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This example is correct. This life is a bridge to the Afterlife. The 

cradle is the first nook at the beginning of the bridge, w hile the 

niche in the grave is the last nook at the end of the bridge. Some 

people cross half of the bridge, w hile others cross two thirds of the 

bridge. Some people only have one step left on the bridge, but they 

are unaware of this. Regardless of how much is left, everyone 

must cross it. Thus, w hoever stops on the bridge and begins to dec­

orate it w ith  various adornments, w hile being incited to cross it, 

then he is extrem ely ignorant and foolish.

 ♦ ♦ ♦ -------

T h e  S e c o n d  S i m i l i t u d e

The Desires o f the W orld ly  life 

♦ ♦ ♦

W orldly desires in the heart are like food cravings in the stomach. 

At the time of death, the person will find disdain for the worldly 

desires w ithin his heart, and its stench and grossness; just as he 

finds it from delicious food after it has been digested from his bow­

els. The more delicious the food is, the greasier the food is, the 

sweeter it is, the filthier its excrem ent will be. Every desire in the 

soul is similar to this. The stronger and more desirous it is, then its 

harm will be more severe at the time of death. Just as the person 

who is agonized by what he loves, if he loses that thing his agony 

will increase according to his love for it.

The Prophet said to Dahhak ibn Sufyan:
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J l i  ftUJIj Dfill 4j 1c- .-jyJL a ij iiL>l*Jaj

: J l i  4iil L >~i«\c- ai La : J la  ? j . ' ^ j  ^Vti : J l i  ’i_s-̂

j j |  L̂iJa 4_JJ j j • aj Laj Ljall Ji« s-LÂ3 j 6, Lul jjli

Don’t you receive your food while it has been salted, 

and seasoned, and then you drink milk and water?

He said: “Certainly O Messenger of Allah.” The Mes­

senger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “What be­

comes of it?” He said: “It becomes as you are aware of 

O Messenger of Allah.” He said: “For surely Allah, 

the Exalted, has made an example for this worldly 

life in what becomes of the food of the son of man.1

Some of the Salaf would say to their companions, “Let’s go so I may 

show you the worldly life.” So, he would take them  to a garbage 

dump and say, “Look at its fruits, chickens, honey, and fats.”

♦ ♦ ♦ --------

T h e  T h i r d  S i m i l i t u d e

The Pleasures of the World Distract Its 

Inhabitants from the Hereafter

♦ ♦ ♦
The world has pleasures and delights which distract its inhabitants 

from the Afterlife, and they are followed by regret according to

1 Collected by A hm ad
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their heedlessness. This is similar to a people who boarded a ship 

that carried them to an island. The navigator of the ship told them 

to dismount the ship to take care of their needs, w hile warning 

them to not linger; and he cautioned them  that the ship would 

move on. Thus, they all w ent to various parts of the island.

Some of them  took care of their needs and hurried back to the ship, 

w here they found em pty space. Therefore, they took the most spa­

cious, comfortable areas they desired.

Some of them  remained on the island looking at its flowers and 

amazing lights; and listening to the chirping of its birds, w hile be­

ing impressed by its rocks and stones. Then their soul reminded 

them  that the ship was leaving quickly. They rushed back to the 

ship, but only found a tight place to sit, so they sat therein.

Some of them  remained, enjoying those beautiful rocks and amaz­

ing flowers; then they took some things from the island back w ith 

them. But w hen they reached the ship they only found a small 

tight space. The items they took back w ith them made it even 

tighter. Thus, these belongings became heavy and troublesome up­

on them, but they w ere not able to discard them. They did not find 

anyone to take them  for them, nor any place on the ship to put 

them. They put them  on their necks and regretted taking them 

back to the ship, but their regret did not benefit them  at all. Then 

the flowers they took on the ship w ithered and shriveled; their 

fragrance changed, and the odor harmed them.
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Some of them  entered the forest and forgot about the ship. They 

w ent far off on their excursion, such that w hen the captain of the 

ship called out that the ship was departing, his voice did not reach 

them  due to them  being preoccupied w ith its amusement. They 

spent some time picking fruits, some time smelling the flowers, 

and some time enjoying the beautiful trees. In the midst of this, 

they are fearful a beast of prey will attack them. They are not safe 

from thorns pricking their clothes and feet. They are not safe from 

branches poking them in the stomach or box-thorns ripping their 

clothes or uncovering their private area. They are not safe from 

frightening sounds terrifying them.

Some of them  reached the ship but did not find anyw here to sit, 

thus they died on the shore. Some of them  w ere distracted w ith 

their desires until a wild beast slaughtered them  or a viper bit 

them. Some of them got lost and wandered about until they died.

These are examples of the people and their distraction, their fleet­

ing portion of the worldly life and their forgetting the re tu rn  and 

end result of their affair. How evil is the intellect that is distracted 

by material items which will w ither away! So, this has distracted 

his mind and disabled him from obtaining safety.
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T h e  Fo u r t h  S i m i l i t u d e

Their Deception o f the W orld ly  Life

The people are deceived by the worldly life, w hile their belief in 

the Afterlife weakens. Ibn Abi Dunya collected a narration1 that 

Hassan said that the Messenger of Allah ® said to his Companions:

\ t 1c. Sj\SLa \j ^\^ bajl

t i i  La I Îuj La

jj LA UjjS t ^ l b  V c5)liall

' f J * o ;
a$c. Cajjj la* (jl : Î ILaa Ali. ^  J L j  ^llc-

:l^li 4«.Yj* L :J l i  l*̂ 3 :Jl^ •sJ-D3 O? *̂ ! ^  L j

^£jja* (jl ^jjljl : J l i  -\Sy  ls ^ - ?£ail ^Jlc- : J l i  4 la* U 

: Jli . ULii 4-ji\j. ̂ i» '1 V : (jlli ?J_jLo*j La 4 ̂ jai. jJaUjj «.(jj aL>

a . Ui. ■ Y aiL ^ajjl^aj >* 'j j r .  4jL r. 11 : J l i  44LL -Sjtnl^xj Jla^Lc. 

iUi La £̂aS - ~ Aaa : J l i  " I^Jai. U aL jj i l j j  «.La ^*L j gli t J l i  . liLa 

: J l i  V|jjl ^ 1  l^lli .Jaa^ll : J l i  4 la* L :l^lli 4«.Vj* L :J l i  4J1I

4j»J«ll Ji. JLaa : Jli .̂ SLaaL̂ I i~Lajl tjaalj; ^ Ij 4̂ SjLoS f-L

(ji!iu Laj 4sa ĵ JJ lal lilla la* Lai ,̂ La ailj :̂ *jjSI â.

1 N arra ted  from  Ishaq ibn 'Ism a‘11 from  R uh  ibn 'U badah from  H isham  ibn 

H ussein
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1-iA 1̂1 ^AJ <AjUa I ĴIS ?ljlA ĵa ^i-v

iAuJL̂  Jjt ^  1 ■ >» J3j tUlji ojiA»~I VI Aiilj . ^ j V j  LS.Ijgr.

jii3  t ' vjilk3j ;4_*_jjl ĵajS ^  Vcî ik.' ^3  ,  ̂• ‘•"‘.i' ^llljS

JjoSj j j j  La I^LjjLoli t jJic.

Indeed, m y example, your example and the example 

of the world is like a people who are going through a 

dust-covered desert with no water, such that they 

don’t know if the road they have traveled is more or 

if what is left to travel is more. They ran out of sup­

plies and fatigue has set in. They are still in the mid­

dle of the desert with no supplies and no transport. 

Thus, they are sure they w ill die. W hile they were 

in this condition, suddenly there was a man walking 

toward them dressed in a garment and his hair was 

wet. They said, “This person is from the countryside 

and he could have only come from a nearby place. 

W hen he reached them he said, “O people, how are 

you doing? They responded, “As you see.” The man 

said, “What do you think if I guide you to fresh wa­

ter and a green garden, what will you do?” They 

said, “W e will not disobey you at all!” The man said, 

“Make a covenant and promise, witnessed by Allah.” 

They gave him their covenant and promise in the 

Name of Allah « that they would not disobey him. 

He took them to the fresh water and green garden.
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The man remained with them as long as Allah *  

willed and then he said to them, “0  people, let’s 

move out.” They responded, “Where are w e going?”

He said, “W e are going to water which is not like 

your water, and to a garden which is not like your 

garden.” The majority of the people said, “By Allah, 

w e did not find this until after w e thought w e would 

never find it; then shall w e find a life better than 

this?!” The minority of the people said, “Didn’t w e  

give this man a promise by Allah, that w e would not 

disobey him? He was true with his initial promise, so 

by Allah he w ill be truthful in his other promise.”

The man left with those who followed him while 

the rest of them remained behind. So the enemy 

rushed those who remained behind. Some of them 

were killed w hile the others became prisoners1.

—  -----------

T h e  F i f t h  S i m i l i t u d e

The Shade of a Tree 

♦ ♦ ♦

The similitude of this world and its inhabitants is like the example 

given by the Prophet ^  of the shade of a tree and a person travel­

ling in it toward Allah 36.

' Collected in A z  Zuhub  by ibn Abi D unya, H adith  177
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Jll Lulll J aaJ  L5T̂“ ‘IjjSllj ĵlUi

I have no need of worldly comfort. My example in 

this world is like a rider who took a nap in the shade 

beneath a tree on a scorching hot day; he rested and 

then left it.1

Thus, he takes shelter in the shade of the tree during a scorching 

hot day, then he moves on and leaves the shade behind. Ponder 

this similitude well and look at how it coincides w ith the reality of 

this world. The greenery and verdure of this world is like a tree. 

The rapid manner in which this world vanishes away bit by bit is 

like the shade. And the slave is a traveler heading toward the 

meeting w ith his Lord 36. W hen the traveler sees a tree on a hot 

day, he does not deem it appropriate to build a home under the 

tree or take it as a permanent residence; rather he shades himself 

according to his need. If he exceeds this, he is cut off from his com­

panions.

 -------

al-B ukhari 3098
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T h e  S i x t h  S i m i l i t u d e

This World is Detached and Vanishing

♦ ♦ ♦

The Prophet gave the similitude of this world as being like the 

one who dips his finger into the sea.

ĵjl aJlLIsI 3*-kj U» liall 3-̂ “

» ^  j  Aijh

The likeness of this world in comparison to the 

Hereafter is that of one of you dipping his finger 

into the sea; so let him look to see what he brings 

forth.1

The w ater that remains on the finger of someone after rem oving it 

from the sea is like this world in comparison to the Hereafter. This 

is from the best similitudes. This world is vanishing and severed, 

even if the length of this world was longer than it actually is. The 

Afterlife is eternal, and it will never come to an end. That w hich is 

limited cannot be compared to that which is limitless.

If the heavens and earth w ere filled w ith  seeds, and after every  

one thousand years a bird would take away one seed, the seeds 

would eventually deplete. W hile the Hereafter will never deplete.

1 Sahlh M uslim  2858
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Thus, this world, compared to the Afterlife, is equivalent to that 

one seed compared to the heavens and earth full of seeds.

If the oceans were equipped with seven more oceans and they 

turned into ink, and all the trees w ere pens to w rite the Words of 

Allah 36, the ink would dry and the pens would wear out w hile the 

Words of Allah would never deplete. This is because the Words of 

Allah 31 have no beginning and no end, while the oceans and trees 

have an end.

Imam Ahmad and others have said that Allah 36 continues to speak 

if He wills. His perfection and Holiness apply to His speech as well. 

And His perfection is inseparable from His essence. Thus, His 

speech will only be perfect. The one who speaks is more complete 

than the one who does not speak. Allah 36 is not at all affected by 

weariness, fatigue or exhaustion from speaking. He creates and con­

trols His creation with His speech. His Words are that which brings 

the creation into existence, and by way of His speech He com­

mands them. This is the reality of His dominion, His Lordship and 

His divinity. He 3% is the Lord and the King, and there is no deity 

worthy of worship other than Him.

This world is only a breath from the breaths of the eternal life and 

an hour from its hours.
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T h e  S e v e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

A Gluttonous Killer 

♦ ♦ ♦

The Prophet 36 gave this example in a hadith that Bukharl and 

Muslim have agreed is authentic. This is the hadith of Abu Sa'Id al- 

Khudri <&. He said:

L a  d l l l j  S /  J I a S  '  t - > " v a  4  l i f -  4 j i l  ^  1 .  s i  4 j b l  L j ) ‘  . , j  ^ 1 1

iJUs . " LjLII D"4 4̂1 ^

4alc <Jil ^  L ̂  îil >̂2dlj ^AJI ^  Lj)‘‘‘‘j  L

j A J I  ^ ^ 1  4 J J l  v J > “ L >  ^  L ! 1 5  •  "  l~ ~ A ^  * L ' S  J l i  ( » L a i j

S/I V )̂AII ĵl ' âl*ajj 4alc. <Uil ^  4&I *Jlja3 >̂̂a]L

i i s l  S / J  £ l j  j l  U a i a .  ^ 4 1 ^ 5 1  q ~  1 1 * 4  L a  j )  J

Jl t~'LI~ l ~ il'g~ .'..I '.&''."j . As cjSLiLI Ijl - ~ 'IS! . >\-s. n

Jjaj 4_d <U iljLu i s/La L̂ L j-aa ■ ~ iKU cjjUi AjjijJ f3 cJL 

^ L u a J  S /5 4 _ i i > a 3  ^ > O X J  S / L a  - l ^ L

The Messenger of Allah & stood and addressed the 

people saying, “By Allah, I do not fear for you, O 

people, except that which Allah brings out for you 

from the flowers (adornment) of the world.” A  man 

said, “O Messenger of Allah, does good bring about 

evil?” The Messenger of Allah & was silent for a
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while and then he said, “What did you say?” The 

man said, “I said, O Messenger of Allah, does good 

bring about evil?” The Messenger of Allah ^  said to 

him, “Good only brings about good, but is it really 

good? Every plant that sprouts in the Spring either 

kills or nearly kills the grazing animals because of 

bloat; except the pasture-eating animal which eats 

until both its hips are full, and then stands in the sun 

and defecates and urinates and again starts grazing. 

W hoever takes wealth according to its right will be 

blessed in it; and whoever takes wealth without its 

due right then his similitude is like the one who 

eats and does not get full1.

The Prophet's only fear for them is the worldly life, and he ^  

called it "flowers." He likened the world to flowers in its aromatic 

odor, beauty, and its brief life. After, the flowers are fruits which 

are better and longer-lasting than the flower.

His statement, "Every plant that sprouts in the Spring either kills 

or nearly kills the grazing animals because of bloat," is from the 

most excellent examples which contain a warning from this world­

ly life and being preoccupied and pleased with it. The grazing an­

imal enjoys the Spring vegetation. Thus, it eats w ith its eyes and it 

may die from bloat. Bloat is w hen the animal’s stomach swells due 

to overfilling or illness. Abdominal bloating occurs in humans and

1 Sfihih M uslim  1052
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animals. Al-Harith ibn Mazin ibn ‘Am r ibn TamTm became sick 

while travelling and died of bloat. Thus, he was given the ascrip­

tion ‘al-Habatl’ (^4“ ^'), which is taken from the word “bloat.’’

Likewise, gluttony in wealth is deadly, such that this gluttony or 

covetousness can kill the individual. If it does not kill him it can 

take him near death. This is found in his & statement “nearly kills.” 

Many of the wealthy are killed by their wealth. They are covetous 

in amassing it, w hile others are in need of it. Those in need of it 

cannot get it except by killing those who possess it, or by nearly 

killing them by overpowering them.

His statement “except the pasture-eating animal” is the similitude 

of the person who takes from this world according to his needs. He 

is like the sheep that eats the green according to its needs. It eats 

until both its hips are full because the hips are the two sides of its 

stomach.

His statement “and then stands in the sun and defecates and uri­

nates and again starts grazing,” has three benefits:

One: After it took its need from the pasture, it left it and stood in 

the sun to digest what it consumed.

Two: It turned away from what would harm it from gluttony, 

w ith regard to the pasture, and it turned to what would benefit it. 

Thus, it stands in the sun to absorb the heat, which promotes easier 

digestion.
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Three: It urinated and defecated what it had gathered in its stom­

ach from the pasture so that it could take relief by expelling it. If it 

would have remained in its stomach it would have killed it. Simi­

lar to this is the collecting of wealth for its benefit, and to do w ith it 

as the sheep does.

The first part of the hadith is concerning gluttony in the amassing 

of wealth, and covetousness in obtaining it. So, his similitude is that 

of the animal that allows its gluttony to cause it to eat until it dies 

of bloat, or until it nearly dies. Gluttony will either kill or nearly 

kill. The Spring sprouts various types of beans and grass; thus, the 

animal consumes a great deal until its stomach bursts. W hen it ex­

ceeds its capacity its stomach bursts and it dies. Likewise, is the per­

son who amasses the worldly life without letting go of it; but ra­

ther he clings to it or does not give it its due right.

The last part of the hadith is the similitude of the moderate eater of 

the pasture that benefits from its eating. It is not driven by glut­

tony or the covetousness to consume more than it can handle. Ra­

ther, it eats according to its need. It takes what it needs and then 

turns to what will benefit it. The example of the animal urinating 

and defecating is the example of the person spending his wealth 

upon what is due from him. This is because holding on to it will 

harm him. He is saved from the harm of amassing it by taking 

what he needs from it and spending it upon what is due from him, 

just as the animal is saved from harm by urinating and defecating.
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This hadith alludes to being balanced between deadly gluttonies 

through over-consummation and completely turning away from 

the necessities and dying from hunger. This hadith also directs 

those who amass wealth to that which will preserve the strength 

and health of the body and heart; and this is by spending their 

wealth in good noble causes, and not holding onto that which will 

harm them. And w ith Allah ife lies all success.

 -----------

T h e  E i g h t h  S i m i l i t u d e

This World is Green and Sweet

♦ ♦ ♦

It has been narrated by ‘Am r ibn Shu‘aib, from his father, from 

Sulayman ibn Yasar, from M aymunah that she said, “The Messen­

ger of Allah & said to ‘Am r ibn al-‘As:

'Ij a VI3 IgjS dill yjA tSyjai. Sjii. UiJI (jl

l_5 L -VUl t l̂ln La '1  '« Y ^Aill T  ̂ ^ i.tj

. ‘  ̂1 iiu

Verily the dunya is sweet and green, so whoever 

fears Allah *  in it and rectifies [himself, then he is 

successful], and if not then he is like the eater who 

does not become full. The difference between the
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people in this affair is like two distance stars, one 

rises in the East and the other sets in the West.1

He warned against its greenery and finding pleasure in it, and he 

warned of its sweetness and the hearts illuminating for it. This 

sweetness and greenery are beautified for the inhabitants of the 

world and made beloved to them, especially since they are created 

from it. As the saying goes, “W e are children of the world, and 

from it w e grew. And the thing you come from will be beloved 

to you.”

The people are of two categories. The first category is those who 

rectify and fear Allah Thus, he uses the dunya  to fear Allah and 

rectify his situation, and it does not urge him to engross himself 

completely in it or to be greedy toward it. He does not take from it 

that which is not permissible.

The second category is those who do not fear Allah *  or rectify 

their situation. Thus, his importance and efforts are put toward 

amassing the worldly life. Therefore, he is like the person who 

eats but does not become full. And this is from the most excellent 

examples.

The purpose of eating is to maintain good health and strength, so 

the person eats according to his needs. The intent of eating is not 

the food itself or the desires of the individual. The person who 

places his appetite above the purpose will never be satisfied. For

1 M ajm u ' az Z aw aid  10/249
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this reason, Imam Ahmad said, “A small amount of the worldly life 

suffices w hile a large portion of it does not suffice.”

The people differ greatly concerning this matter of fearing Allah 

rectifying their condition and eating without satisfaction. The differ­

ing of two people in this affair is like two stars, one rising in the East 

and the other setting in the West.

T h e  N i n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

The Dunya is Insignificant to Allah

♦ ♦ ♦

Al-Mustawrid bin Shaddad said:

^  \c~- a il ^  L a il .'.jj l y a j  ^ jjill —̂ifa l̂l £-0 liS

CLuIa b ^ A  - L .ijj 4 4r. a il ^  1 . ai l  -UluJI 4 1L . ,tl

U jilla  " J l i  .a il J j A )  Ij Ia âII I3ILI . IajaII l^l&l

Î Aa I t_Jic. ailA a il l_sic. j j i l

I was with the caravan of those who stopped with  

the Messenger of Allah ^  at a dead lamb. The Mes­

senger of Allah $s said, “Do you think that this was 

insignificant to its owners w hen they threw it 

away?* They said, “It is because of its insignificance 

that they threw it away, O Messenger of Allah!* He
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said, “The world is more insignificant to Allah *  

than this to its owners.”1

TTrmidhi said this hadith is hasan sahih.

The Messenger of Allah ® did not merely compare this world to a 

dead lamb, rather he said this world is more insignificant to Allah *  

than that dead lamb. In another narration collected by Imam Ahmad

he said:

aill ij.^ Ijjill sAu ^

I swear by the One who has m y soul in His Hand, 

surely this world is more insignificant to Allah & 

than this lamb to its owner.2

Thus, the Prophet r=s affirmed the statement by swearing by Allah 

although he is the truthful one who speaks the truth. Therefore, if 

this world is more insignificant and despicable to Allah & than that 

dead lamb, then loving it and longing for it is more despicable and in­

significant to Allah than that lamb. Because it was a small lamb it was 

even more insignificant to its owner than a large sheep. Perhaps, if it 

had been a large sheep they could have benefitted from its wool or by 

tanning its skin. But a small dead lamb is extremely inconsequential. 

And with Allah is aid is sought.

 ♦ ♦ ♦ ------

1 Jam i' at-TTrm idhi 2121 
: Collected by A hm ad
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T h e  T e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

A Sea That Must Be Crossed 

♦ ♦ ♦

This world is similar to a sea that all the creation must cross in or­

der to reach the shore that contains their homes and residences. It is 

not possible to cross it safely without a ship. Thus, Allah *  sent His 

messengers to teach their nations how to use their ships and how to 

board them to safety. This is by obeying Allah *  and His messen­

gers, worshipping Allah alone, working sincerity for Him, and 

striving for the Afterlife.

Those who desire the Hereafter and strive for it will board and 

ride the ship. They will turn away from plunging into the sea be­

cause they know you cannot cross the sea by diving into it and 

swimming.

As for the foolish, they will deem the work on the ship as difficult, 

so they will say, “W e will rush the sea and w hen we get weak we 

will swim across it.” Most of the people of the world are like this. 

They dive into it, and w hen they get weak they swim until they 

drown.

The people who boarded the ship w ere saved just as it saved those 

who boarded the ship w ith Nuh » , while the inhabitants of the 

earth drowned. Ponder this example and the condition of the peo-
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pie of this world and it will be clear to you how the similitude 

agrees w ith reality.

 ♦ ♦ ♦ --------

T h e  E l e v e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

A Vessel Filled w ith  Honey 

♦ ♦ ♦

The similitude of this world is like that of a vessel filled w ith hon­

ey. The flies see this vessel and fly toward it. Some of them  sit on 

the edge of the vessel and take from the honey until they satisfy 

their needs, and then they fly away. Some of them are led by their 

greed to plunge themselves into the abyss of the honey. Their 

submersion into the honey prevents them  from enjoying it, except 

for a brief enjoyment, until they perish in the middle of it. 

 ------------

T h e  T w e l f t h  S i m i l i t u d e

Seeds Scattered on the Earth 

♦ ♦ ♦

This world is like seeds scattered on the surface of the ground. All 

the seeds fall into a snare, and around those seeds are seeds that did 

not fall into snares. The birds fly in to take the seeds.



T h e  D u n y a  a n d  I t s  R e a l i t y  | 31

Some birds are content w ith the seeds on the outside and do not 

put themselves in the middle of the seeds. They take their needs 

and move on.

Some birds are pushed by their greed to dive into the middle of 

the seeds. It doesn’t finish collecting the seeds except while scream­

ing from being caught in the snare placed for it.

 * + + -----------

T h e  T h i r t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

Moths Rushing the Fire 

♦ ♦ ♦

The similitude of this world is like that of a man who kindles a tre­

mendous fire. The moths and grasshoppers see the light; thus, they 

rush toward it and plunge into it. Those who have knowledge of 

their situation benefit from the light and warmth of the fire from a 

distance. The Prophet ^  alluded to this exact example in a hadith 

narrated from Malik ibn 'Isma‘11, from Hafs ibn Humayd, from 

Ikramah, from Ibn ‘Abbas, from 'Umar The Prophet ^  said:

jUll [jf. elmoa ^1

(JajjI (jl

I am holding on to you by your waistbands from the 

fire, while you are plunging into it like the plunging
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of moths or grasshoppers. Thus, I am about to release 

your waistbands.1

In another wording he said:

<_J.li J j& i  p i\ j  jUll j t  -JZjzJL: i i J  Ulj 1$jc. jA j

The likeness of me and you is that of a man who lit a 

fire and grasshoppers and moths started falling into 

it, and he tried to push them away. I am seizing 

your waistbands and trying to pull you away from 

the Fire but you are slipping away from m y grasp.2

This is an example of the people of this world, those who are en­

grossed in it. The messengers call them  toward the Hereafter 

w hile they are plunging into this world just like moths plunge 

into the fire.

 + * + ----------------------------

T h e  F o u r t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e  

The Green Valley 

♦ ♦ ♦

The similitude of this world is like that of a people who w ent out 

on a journey with their wealth and families, and they passed by a

1 M usnad o f 'U m a r, H adith 22
2 M uslim  2285 and a l-B u k h arl 3427
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grassy valley w ith lots of water and fruits. So. they descended into 

the valley, set up their tents, and built homes and castles. A man 

passed by them whom they knew  for his good advice, honesty and 

trustworthiness. He said, “I saw w ith my two eyes an army behind 

this valley heading toward you, so follow me. I will show you a 

path to save you from the enem y.” A small group of them followed 

him. He yelled at the group: “O people, come to safety, they are 

coming for you!” The people responded to him saying, “How can 

w e leave this valley w hen our livestock is here, our v/ealth and 

homes, and w e have taken residence here?” He advised them, say­

ing, “Let every  individual save himself by taking what is light to 

carry, if not he will be captured, and his wealth will be annihilat­

ed.” But the wealthy people of position and status found it difficult 

to leave the bliss and affluence they w ere experiencing. The fool­

ish people said, “I have family who are remaining here, and they 

have more wealth and family than me, so what befalls them  will

befall me along with them .” A small group left w ith the advisor, so

they succeeded and w ere saved. The army attacked the valley in 

the morning, killing the people and destroying their wealth.

The Prophet ^  gave this example in the hadith agreed upon by al- 

BukharT and Muslim, from the hadith of Abu Burda, from Abu 

Musa. The Prophet said:

^1 L Jlia Uijs ^1 aj iiil 0 j~».i Lo

A ijU a  AC-liala . e-La jlli j L ^ i J I  j L l l l I  h i ^ j l j )  t ̂  J ^ jY '> 'l  Cj j Ij

: y  ̂  4 q ,1 L, . " \ \ i ,a 1^1^ „  ^  , Ijj-. I >1 a A-o^i
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i ĵc-Uai ŷa j i i  lilEa t t^UU ~£~''y

ŷa <J |W Laj C l.lSj ^ jl.-nC. ŷa Y '*'> ba £-4^

~j-Jl

My example and the example of what I have been sent w ith is 

that of a man who came to some people and said, “O people! I have 

seen the enemy's army with m y own eyes, and I am the naked 

warner; so protect yourselves!” Then a group of his people obeyed 

him and fled at night, proceeding stealthily until they w ere safe. 

W hile another group of them disbelieved him and stayed at their 

places until morning w hen the army came upon them  and killed 

and annihilated them. So, this is the example of the person who 

obeys me and follows what I have brought, and the example of the 

one who disobeys me and disbelieves the tru th  I have brought.1

—  ♦ ♦ ♦  —

T h e  F i f t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

A Guest and a Loan 

♦ ♦ ♦

A man prepared his home and decorated it and placed in it every 

type of amenity. He invited the people to his home. Each time 

someone would enter his home he would sit them  on a soft, cozy 

couch. He presented them w ith a gold tray containing food. He

1 Sahih al-BukharT 7283
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placed in front of them splendid containers containing everything 

they needed, and he put servants at their disposal. The intelligent 

person understood that all of this enjoyment, to include the home 

and the servants, belonged to the homeowner. Thus, he enjoyed 

these amenities and hospitality for the time that he was a guest in 

the home. He didn’t attach his heart to any of this and he didn’t tell 

himself he would own any of it. Rather, he relied on the home­

owner, just as the guest does. He sat down w here he was seated by 

the host, ate what was presented in front of him, and didn’t ask for 

anything other than that. He sufficed w ith the knowledge of the 

homeowner, his generosity, and the hospitality presented to him. 

Thus, he entered the home in a noble manner, enjoyed the home 

in a noble manner and exited the home in a noble manner. Conse­

quently, the homeowner had no criticism of him.

As for the foolish person, he tells himself he will take permanent 

residence in the home, own the amenities and use them how ever 

he desires. So, he sits w herever he wants to sit without being seat­

ed. He takes the amenities and places them throughout the home 

in order to hide them. Everything the homeowner gives him, he 

tells himself he will own it. He gives preference to himself over all 

the other guests. The homeowner is aware of everything he is do­

ing, but his generosity prevents him from expelling him from his 

home. This continues until he thinks he can be obstinate with 

these amenities, and the home of the host, and use them just as the 

real homeowner uses them. He believes he can take over the home 

and make it his. Then the homeowner sends his servants to expel
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him from the home w ith a violent removal. They take everything 

in his possession and he does not keep any of these amenities. He 

earns the anger of the homeowner; and he is exposed in front of 

the homeowner and servants, and put to shame.

Thus, let the intelligent person ponder this similitude in the prop­

er manner, for surely it coincides w ith reality. And w ith Allah *  

aid is sought.

‘Abdullah ibn Musud e* said, “Everyone is a guest in this world, 

and his possessions are a loan. Thus, the guest will move on and the 

loan will be given back.”

'Anas ibn Malik said, “My m other (Umm Sulaym) gave birth to a 

son and sent me w ith him to the Messenger of Allah I said, 

“This is my brother.” So, he took him and softened a date and 

rubbed it on his palate.”1.

'Anas said, “The son of Umm Sulaym became sick. W hen Abu 

Talha w ent to the masjid he died. Umm Sulaym said to her family, 

“No one inform him of the death of his son until I inform him .”

j  f A x x  C-ilUi ^^5 - ^  La I(J15 4_aAla 

c-ldxll 4ull dii^aa La

W hen Abu Talha returned he said, “How is m y son 

doing?’ Umm Sulaym—who was the boy’s mother—

1 M uslim  2144
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said, “He is more peaceful now than he was before.”

She brought him his dinner and he ate.

After dinner Abu Talha laid down to sleep. Umm Sulaym per­

fumed herself and lay next to him and they w ere intimate. At the 

end of the night Umm Sulaym said, “O Abu Talha, if some people 

borrow something from another family and then [the members of 

the family] ask for its return, would they refuse to give it back to 

them ?” He said, “No.” She said,

alii UjjIc. IS jjli

Verily your son was a loan from Allah, and He took 

his soul. Thus, say, “Verily, from Allah w e come and 

to Him w e return,” and praise Allah.

Abu Talha got angry, and said, “You left me uninformed until I 

stained myself and then you told me about my son.” He w ent to 

the Messenger of Allah ^  and informed him about the matter. 

Thereupon the Messenger of Allah ^  said:

^ 3  La£] dftl 4 ljlj

May Allah bless the night you spent together!1.

' a l-B ukhari 5470 and M uslim  2144
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T h e  S i x t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

Salt W ater 

♦ ♦ ♦

A group of people trekked across the desert until they w ere strick­

en w ith thirst, thus they w ent to the sea. Sea w ater is most bitter 

and salty; but due to their severe thirst, they did not taste its bit­

terness or salt, and so they drank it. The salt w ater didn’t quench 

their thirst; and the more they drank the more their thirst in­

creased, until they damaged their bowels and died of dehydration.

The intelligent people knew  that this water was bitter and salty, 

and the more he drinks the more he will become thirsty. Thus, 

they abandoned it and travelled until they found a land w ith sweet 

vegetation. They dug into the core of the land and fresh sweet w a­

ter sprung out for them. They drank the w ater and used it for 

soaking and cooking. They called their brothers who w ere at the 

edge of the sea, saying, “Come now to the fresh water!” Some of 

the people at the salt w ater mocked them, w hile others ignored 

them because they w ere pleased w ith what they had. A few peo­

ple here and there responded to their call.

This is the exact example given by Jesus the Messiah He said,
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The one who seeks after the worldly life is like the 

one who drinks salt water. The more he drinks, the 

more his thirst increases, until it kills him.1 

— -------

T h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

The Companion and the Journey

♦ ♦ ♦

The similitude of man, his wealth, his actions, and his family is like 

that of a man with three companions. The man has to take a long, 

mandatory journey. He calls his three companions and says, “The 

time has come for me to embark upon this long journey and I am 

in severe need of you all now.”

One of them said, “I was your brother up until this situation, but 

from now on I am not your brother or your companion. And this is 

all I have for you.” Thus, he replied to him, “You will not benefit 

me at all.”

He said to the second one, “W hat do you have?” He said, “I was 

your brother and your companion up until this point. I will be 

w ith you until I prepare you for travel and you mount your riding 

beast, but from there on I will not accompany you.” He said to him, 

“1 need you to accompany me on my journey.” He replied, “There

1 A z  Z uhud  by  ibn Abi D unya, H adith  326
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is no way I can do that for you.” He said to him, “You will not ben­

efit me at all.”

He said to the third one, “W hat do you have for me?” He replied, 

“I was your companion in health and sickness, and I am your com­

panion now. I am your companion as you prepare for your journey 

and during your travel. If you move, I move w ith you; if you de­

scend I descend w ith you. W hen you arrive at your destination, I 

will be your companion and I will never leave you.” He said to 

him, “You w ere the most insignificant of m y companions to me 

and I used to prefer the other two companions over you. If only I 

would have known your rights and virtue over the other two.”

The first companion is his wealth; the second companion is his rela­

tives, family and friends; and the third companion is his actions.

There is a hadith attributed to the Prophet Sfe w ith this exact exam­

ple, but it is not authentic. It has been collected by Abu Ja'far in the 

book, “ Weak Narrations" from the hadith of Ibn Shuhab, from ‘Ur- 

wa, from ‘A'lsha. The hadith narrated from Ibn al-Musayib, from 

‘A'Isha, is connected to the Prophet and it is an authentic exam­

ple that coincides w ith reality.
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T h e  E i g h t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

The Call o f  the Dunya 

♦ ♦ ♦

This is from the best similitudes. A king built a home. Those who 

see did not see, and those who hear did not hear of a home better 

than this home, or more spacious than this home, or of a home con­

taining more delights of the soul than this home. A path leading to 

this home was prepared, and a caller was sent out to call the people 

to it.

There was a beautiful woman sitting on the path. She was adorned 

w ith assorted types of adornments and she wore various types of 

jew elry. All the people had to pass by her. She had helpers and 

servants at her disposal. The woman and her helpers had provisions 

for those walking on the path toward the king.

The king said to the woman and her helpers, “W hoever lowers 

their gaze from you, does not allow you to distract them  from me, 

and seeks provisions from you that will allow them  to reach me, 

then serve him and give him provisions. Don’t hinder him from 

his travel to me; rather, assist him w ith everything that will allow 

him to complete his journey.

But w hoever turns his eyes toward you, is pleased w ith  you, pre­

fers you over me, and desires to reach you, then impose upon him 

an evil punishment and humiliation. Make him chase behind you
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w ith a pursuit of loneliness. W hoever eats from you, then lead him 

astray w ith it for a while, then snatch all of it away from him. 

Take mastery over all those who follow and serve you. The more 

he increases his love for you, exalts and honors you, then recipro­

cate him w ith alienation, distance and belittlement until he is dis­

connected from you w ith misery.”

Thus, ponder this similitude and the condition of the call of the 

worldly life and the call of the Afterlife. And w ith  Allah M aid is 

sought.

This example is extracted from the narration narrated from Allah, 

the Exalted:

UjJ U ja'A QA tljjj Ij

O Dunya; serve whoever serves Me, and cause fa­

tigue and trouble O Dunya to whoever serves you.1. 

 ------------

T h e  N i n e t e e n t h  S i m i l i t u d e

The Race 

♦ ♦ ♦

A king designs a city in the best place, w ith the freshest air and 

the most water. He plows rivers and plants trees. He says to his cit­

izens, “Race to the best places in the city; and w hatever place you

1 K nowledge o f  the Science o f  Hadith by  al-H akim , H adith  207
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reach, it belongs to you. W hoever lags behind, then the people will 

beat him to the city, take all the homes and take residence therein; 

and he will remain in misery and regret.”

The king gave them  an arena for the race and placed in the arena 

large trees w ith extended shade. Beneath the trees there was fresh 

running w ater and the trees yielded every  type of fruit. On the 

tree branches w ere birds w ith amazing voices.

The king said to them, “Do not be deceived by these trees and 

shade. For soon, the trees will be uprooted, the shade will recline, 

its fruits will cease, and its birds will die. As for the city of the 

king; its food is continuous, its shade is extended, and its bliss is un­

ending. It contains that which no eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

and no man has ever imagined.”

The people heard about it, so they rushed out in pursuit of it. They 

passed by these trees w hile they w ere tired, hot and thirsty; so all 

of them  rested beneath the trees. They took from their shade, tast­

ed the sweetness of their fruits and listened to the chirping of their 

birds.

It was said to them, “You only sat beneath the trees for shelter and 

to reenergize yourself for the race, so prepare yourself to return  to 

the race and be on guard. W hen the horn is sounded return  to the 

race track.”

Most of them said, “How can w e abandon this shade and easily ac­

cessible water, fresh fruits, and easy living for a race in a hot, dusty
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arena of weariness and a long journey? How can w e leave this for a 

thirsty desert that will bring us hunger? How can w e sell these 

commodities which are present for a far-off distant commodity? 

Shall we abandon what w e see for that which w e don’t see? A 

kernel received in the hand is better than a promise tomorrow. 

Take what you see and leave what you heard about. W e are the 

children of today and this present life. How can w e abandon this 

for an unseen life in a far-off land w hen w e don’t know w hen w e 

will arrive there?”

From every one thousand people, one person stood up and said, 

“By Allah this place of ours is in shade that will rescind, beneath 

trees whose fruits will cease and whose birds will die. Will we 

abandon the race toward the shade of all shades, that will never 

rescind, and delightful provision that will never cease? No one 

does this except for the weakest of the weak. Is it befitting for a 

traveler who rests beneath shade to pitch his tent beneath it and 

take up residence there fearing the heat or cold? Would anyone do 

this except for the most foolish person?”

A group of them rushed back to the race, and they did not feel al­

ienated by the small number of friends w ith them. They marched 

on with strong determination. They did not allow the criticism of 

the blamers to affect their journey, while those who stayed behind 

w ere beneath the tree sleeping.

It wasn’t long before the twigs wrinkled, the leaves fell off, the 

fruits ceased to blossom, the branches dried, and the tree was up­
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rooted. Those who w ere beneath the tree w ere now exposed to 

the heat and hot wind. Because the shade was no longer protecting 

them, all their provisions burned. They w ere  surrounded by fire 

and none of them w ere able to escape. They said, “W here are those 

who w ere w ith us beneath the shade, and then they left and aban­

doned the shade?” It was said to them, “Turn your eyes upward 

and you will see their homes.” So they looked up and saw them  in 

castles far away in the city of the king. They w ere enjoyed assort­

ed kinds of delights. This caused those who remained behind to 

increase in their misery, regretting not being amongst them. Now 

there was a barrier between them  and what they desired. It was 

said to them, “This is the recompense of those who lag behind.”

And W e wronged them not, but they used to 

wrong themselves.1

1 S urah  an-N ahl 16:118
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T h e  T w e n t i e t h  S i m i l i t u d e  

The Torn Garment

♦ ♦ ♦

The dunya is like the similitude given by the Prophet ss of a torn 

garment hanging on by its last thread. Ibn Abi Dunya collected the 

narration from ‘Anas ibn Malik The Prophet ^  said:

The similitude of this worldly life is the example of 

a garment tom from the top of it to the bottom of it.

It remains hanging on by its last thread. And that 

thread is about to break.1.

If you would like more clarity on this similitude, then look at the 

narration collected by Imam Ahmad, from the hadith of Abu SaTd.

He said:

1 N arra ted  from  al-Fadl ibn Ja 'far from  W ah b  ibn H am ad from  Y ahya ibn 
SaTd al Q ahtan from  A bu SaTd K halaf ibn HabTb from  ’A nas ibn M alik



One day, the Messenger of Allah led us in ‘Asr 

prayer while it was still daytime. Then he stood to 

give us a sermon. He did not leave anything that 

would happen until the Hour of Judgement, except 

that he 85 informed us about it  Whoever remembered 

it remembered it, and whoever forgot it forgot it

1*1® J 3 ^  >«" iflMj \ 'tU > j

V | ^  Load ^  4-jl V  ̂ j  4_ilc. 4&1

^  LauB 1 JlA

So, w e began turning toward the sun to see if any- 

thing of it remained (whether it has set or not). So, the 

Messenger of Allah 8s said, “That which remains of 

this world in comparison to what has already passed is 

like what remains of this day of yours compared to 

what has already passed.”1.

Thus, this worldly life—all of it—is similar to one day, and 

Prophet 8S was sent at the end of the day just before sunset.

Jabir and Abu Huraira s? narrated that the Prophet 3s said:

• „ , I t . a
^  L. a '.U LU 1 U1
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I and the Last Hour have been sent like this. He joined 

the forefinger with the middle finger together.1

1 Jam i’ a t-T Irm id h i 2 t91
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Some of the Salaf would say, “Be patient, for surely it is only a few 

days. You are only stationary riders. Each of you will soon be called 

and you will respond without delay. Your souls have already an­

nounced your death. Death will grasp you and there is no way 

around it.”

Allah, the Exalted, said:

lilj m f-ixj CLiWj O'0 u! ®

■’ \% 3JA^' <-jla*4al 3 “ “41  jQLuS v_jla3 al 3 ?  i j!

^ 3 * J3 ® 30" 3? kjj *̂!i

Then, if he (the dying person) be of those brought 

near to Allah * , there is for him rest and provision, 

and a Garden of delights. And if he (the dying per­

son) be of those on the right side, then (the angels 

w ill say), “Peace for you; (you are) from the com­

panions of the right.* But if he (the dying person) be 

of the denying (of the Resurrection), those who are 

astray, then for him is entertainment w ith boiling 

water; and burning in Hellfire.2

♦ ♦ ♦ -------

1 Sahih M uslim  2951 
: S urah  al-W aqi'ah  56:88-94
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T h e  T w e n t y  F i r s t  S i m i l i t u d e

A Small Portion from A Small Portion

The similitude of this world is like that of a large pond filled w ith 

water. It was made as a drinking place for humans and animals. 

The w ater decreased a great deal until nothing remained of it ex­

cept some mud at the bottom, and the animals had urinated in that. 

Yet the people and animals w ere plunging into it.

‘Utba ibn Ghazwan delivered us a sermon and he praised Allah 3k 

and lauded Him, then said:

a \\ i. AC a y 1 l̂ jja c L dal 9 9 . A1 Cajji 03 lajdil

Igj Y jd  (j-lJ t̂ aa 'jjlaVia I j AL-̂ a ' g « . U y i

In l A-v <

Verily the world has been given the news of its 

end, and it is running to meet its end swiftly. Noth­

ing remains of it except like water left in the utensil 

which its owner leaves. You are going to shift to an 

abode which knows no end; and you should proceed 

there w ith the good before you.

'■» ,... 1 ̂  a ‘-v j  >0." Ĵ a 1  ̂II ĵl lj] 4jl3

?! ̂ aaajLSl... (j>Laa] a&l_j
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W e have been informed [by the Prophet &] that if a 

stone is thrown at one side of the Hellfire it would 

travel down for seventy years but would not reach 

its bottom. By Allah * , it w ill be filled (with men 

and jinn). Do you find it strange?

j j x j j l  S jj.a a  A jaJ I jJ a  ^  ^ La l i l  A s lj

(j A  l i  y  4 ilr. ^ j j j L l j  4 Lolc.

W e have been informed [by the Prophet &] that the 

distance between two shutters of the gate of Jannah 

is forty years distance. And a day w ill come w hen it 

w ill be fully packed.

^ la -la  Li] La . j  4 4r. <0̂ 1 ^  \ ■ 4Aill J ^ 4  4 a 4a ] j

jA J j  ^ -LL  1 a J j j  . ~iLb~1U 4 L 3 I.1 LI . ' ^  4 J-V .".L 3  J 9 V)

^ L a 2  4 '()a . ^ 4  'la ..i j j j l j  4 ^ \ i C j j j j l i  4 iii]La  '.a . .

4jl 4jilL j^C.1 4 ^ b  ‘ ^jL ^ I aV I  ^ }A  J jA A  4.^1^ 1)4-®̂  ^  VJ A24.1 L a

1 4jil ' ~r.j 4 Ia_i1 >c. ^  ...a ^ 3  _j£l

I was the seventh amongst the seven who had been 

w ith the Messenger of Allah &, and w e had noth­

ing to eat but the leaves of the tree, until the sides 

of our mouths w ere injured. W e found a sheet 

which w e tore in two and divided between m yself 

and Sa'Id bin Malik. I made the lower garment 

with half of it and so did Sa‘Id. Today, there is none
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amongst us who has not become the governor of a 

city, and I seek refuge w ith Allah & that I should 

consider m yself great w hile I am insignificant to

Allah.”1

‘Abdullah ibn Masud a* said, “Verily Allah, the Exalted, has made 

all this world brief and that which remains of it is short-lived from 

that which was already brief. Nothing remains of it except a small 

portion from a small portion, similar to what remains of a puddle 

that the elite drank from and left a mud hole.

1 Sahlh M uslim  2967



C o n c l u s i o n

This worldly life resembles sleeping; living in it resembles a 

dream, and death resembles waking up.

This world is a farm; actions in this life are the seeds, and the har­

vest is on the Day of Judgment.

This world is like a home w ith two doors; one for the people to 

enter and one for them to exit.

This world is like a snake; soft to the touch, w ith a beautiful color, 

but its bite is deadly.

This world is like the most hideous woman; she veils her face 

while revealing her eyes by which she seduces the people. She 

invites the people to her home. If they accept her invitation she 

reveals herself, slaughters them w ith her knife and throws them 

into a hole. She gains mastery over her lovers and does this to them 

time and time again. Amazingly, her lovers see their slain brothers 

who have fallen victim, yet they compete for the same thing their 

brothers have fallen victim to.

1 ila°l , £̂L] Italia ^  y 'K..J
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And you lived in the dwellings of men who wronged 

themselves, and it was clear to you how W e dealt with 

them. And W e put forth (many) parables for you.

[Surah 'Ibrahim 14:45]

Sufficient as examples of this world are the parables Allah 3k has 

given for it in the Qur’an.


